The changing panorama of infantile hydrocephalus and cerebral palsy over forty years--a Swedish survey.
The time trends and background of infantile hydrocephalus (IH) and cerebral palsy (CP) are surveyed. The changes in live birth prevalence, disability patterns, associated neuroimpairments and distribution of etiologies are analysed. Both the risk of IH and that of CP sharply increase with decreasing birth weight and gestational age. It is concluded that the remarkably enhanced survival of particularly very preterm infants, those at the highest risk of long-term morbidity, implies an increasing number of impaired children as long as the outcome of survivors is not drastically improved. The data presented are thought to be of relevance as to reconsideration of the effectiveness of perinatal care for preterm babies.